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The African Society for Quality in Healthcare (ASQH) partners

with Pearson VUE to deliver test certification
April 2010

The African Society for Quality in Healthcare (ASQH), based in Cairo, Egypt, has signed an
exclusive five-year partnership with Pearson VUE to deliver its International Board for Quality in
Healthcare (IBQH) programme.

The programme is designed to help professionals improve quality in the healthcare industry by
testing basic quality knowledge. Candidates who pass the examination will be issued with an
IBQH Certificate and ASQH identification. The IBQH is the first certification of its kind in the Arab
world and has been recognised by a number of medical colleges, as well as the Ministries of
Health in Africa.

Pearson VUE has more than 320 international clients across the US, Europe, Middle East, Asia,
Australia and Africa. Pearson VUE is delighted to utilise its wealth of expertise in the health and
medical industries to help ASQH deliver secure and effective computer-based testing. This
partnership will ensure that the content, delivery and test psychometrics are of the highest

standard. The ultimate aim is to deliver the test globally.

Dr. Mahmoud F. Nassar, Founder and CEO of ASQH commented: “Pearson VUE have a wealth
of experience and understanding in e- assessment. This will be a very effective way to ensure
consistency in quality and delivery of this certification across the world. We selected Pearson
VUE to provide this important certification as we are confident in their ability to meet our current

and future needs and expectations.

The testing volume is expected to grow to 5,000 tests annually through the life of the contract. As
the first step in globalising this program, ASQH is working on creating new international entities to

help promote this program to the rest of the world.”

Suzana Lopes, Pearson VUE, VP Sales and Marketing EMEA, adds: “We are very excited to
partner with ASQH and deliver this Africa-based test. We hope that this contract will continue to
grow our relationship with the African and Arabic world. E-assessment is the way forward for
qualifications and testing as it enables candidates to sit their assessments at a time convenient to
them, reduces the time it takes to mark tests and the issue of certificates. The level of security we
offer is second to none and this will be invaluable as ASQH roll out their new computer-based

test.”
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Media contacts: Oliver Chesher or Lucy Cunliffe at GyroHSR, (+44 161 876 5522),

oliver.chesher@qyrohsr.com / lucy.cunliffe@qgyrohsr.com

Notes to editors: Pearson VUE (www.pearsonvue.co.uk) is a global leader in computer-based

testing for information technology, academic, government and professional testing programmes
around the world. Pearson VUE provides a full suite of services from test development to data
management, and delivers exams through the world’s most comprehensive and secure network
of test centres in 165 countries. Pearson VUE is a business of Pearson (NYSE: PSO; LSE:
PSON), the international media company, whose businesses include the Financial Times Group,

Pearson Education and the Penguin Group.

About the ASQH

ASQH is a non-profit organisation working in Africa and trying to achieve high standards in health

care through improving quality & reducing errors in patient care.



